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appeal that was made to her in 1597, the Queen
" hoped her dutiful and loving subjects would
not take away her prerogative, which was the
chief flower in her garden, and the principal
head-mark of her crown and diadem, but that
they would leave these matters to her disposal.'*
But she had encroached too far; the people
were not to be so easily appeased, and when
appealed to four years later on the subject she
made a show of submission, and assured the
remonstrants that she had " rather her heart
and hand should perish than that either her
heart or hand should allow such privileges to
monopolists as might be prejudicial to her
people." Some of the more glaring of the
monopolies were accordingly put an end to,
but the bulk of them remained in force, and
formed a serious trouble for her successor.

During Elizabeth's reign the prosperity of
the various industrial towns and trading ports
had greatly increased. Norwich was still, next
to London, the most distinguished of the manu-
facturing towns, and was essentially the seat
of the worsted manufacture. The woollen
manufactures had been more dispersed. As
regards the raw wool, which had in former
times figured so conspicuously as an article of
exportation, it was now nearly all utilised in
home manufactures, the value of the exports of
woollens and worsteds at this period amounting
to over one million sterling. The Company of
Merchant Adventurers, now numbering some
3,500 wealthy traders of London, York, Nor-
wich, Exeter, and other important cities and
ports, had this export trade practically in their